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� Facilitate Geographic concentration of 
� Inter-connected companies
� Specialized suppliers & service providers
� Associated Institutions 
in a particular field that are present in a nation or region.

Need for Science & Technology Parks

� Strengthening high productivity, innovation and 
new business creation accompanied with 
“spillover” effect.

� Clear developments can be found in biotechnology  
life sciences, ICT and health care industries
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Key elements of Science Cluster

Science
Cluster

Innovative SMEs, 
Startups

Anchor companies

R&D Institutions 
with strong industry 

linkages

Support Services 
Companies – vendors, 

suppliers, law firms, VCs 

Availability of
finance

AFIF,2009  

Clustersuppliers, law firms, VCs 

Incubators to nurture
SMEs

Good common
infrastructure



� A chain of successive, inter-related 
activities lead to innovation

� “Resurgence” of local economy 
(Silicon Valley, Research Triangle Park 
(RTP),NC,USA and Hsinchu Science Park, 
Taiwan) 

What STPs contributed elsewhere ……

� Institutionalized networking 
(created formal links with external experts 
and technologies)

� Enhanced the diffusion process of 
new and advanced 
technologies/knowledge
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� There is no single model for the 
establishment of technology parks

� In terms of size, they may be small, 
medium or large

� They offer multiple services 
� Management is generally entrusted to 

Successful models of STPs

� Management is generally entrusted to 
a private company; 

� Alliances with Higher Educational 
Institutes (HEIs) and networking with 
Industry.

� On-park companies achieve overall 
better performances than off-park 
companies.

AFIF,2009  



� Needs strong pan-continental research 
communities and network of institutions of science 
and technology

� To have a well-defined focus for activity in a 
particular sector.

Case for need of STPs in Africa ….

� Allocating financial resources to technological 
capability building effort

� To have ability to market high valued products and 
services. 

� Access external technological capability resources 
from innovative systems and suppliers
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� The first Science park of the continent 
was established in SA (Stellenbosch 
and Pretoria)

� There were 23 ongoing initiatives for 
the development of S&T parks which 
are mostly in development stage.

Africa’s experiment in STPs

� Only 8 STPs are functional in 5 
countries which are already more 
resourced 
(Egypt, Mauritius, Morocco, South 
Africa and Tunisia)

� Other countries in Africa are trying to 
embark on this bandwagon
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MARG Science Park @ Swarnabhoomi
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Components of MARG Science Park 

� Technology Incubation Center - geared towards new and  
small firms, this Center provide a controlled environment 
for incubation of ideas and path to achievement of high 
growth. 

� Business Enterprise Zone – Land available to companies  
on Lease basis
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� Wet Labs - Ready to use lab space with all standard 
utilities

� Business Support facilities 

� Intellectual Property Cell 

� Virtual Technology Transfer Platform



What MARG can bring to Africa … 

� MARG’s management experience 
insetting up of 1 Science Park & 3 
Information Technology Parks

� Huge networking with renowned 
agencies like ICRISAT and 
established HEIs 
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� Knowledge flow through the 
membership of International 
Association of Science Parks (IASP) 
and Asian Science Park Association 
(ASPA)

� Business and Brand building 



THANK YOU !!!THANK YOU !!!

Contact : Contact : 
shashidhar.ks@marggroup.comshashidhar.ks@marggroup.com

AFIF,2009  


